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Lockdown Chronicles N° 9 

 

This peculiar academic year is coming to an end. The pupils 

finally went back to school and they join me to thank you for all 

the videos and e-mails you sent us in reply to the Lockdown 

Chronicles. This correspondence and these exchanges helped 

us go through this period and opened new perspectives for next 

year, in particular other get-togethers via videoconference. 

The online ceremony held on June 5th was a moment which left 

a strong mark on my pupils. While we thought we could not see other this year,  

we did it! 

Indeed, we registered up to 186 connections! 

If you wish to watch the ceremony (again), please follow this link: 

https://vimeo.com/430313810 

I do hope we can be together ‘for real’ next year, whether in Normandy or in England. 

The project of a trip for the pupils of the 3rd grade (K4) is under preparation for 

March 2021, all being well, and we still wish to establish an exchange around the 

remembrance of the 2nd World War with an English school. 

We shall leave the school in a few days for the Summer holidays. 

As early as September, the pupils will start working on the design of the new 

Christmas cards which they will send to all the Veterans, whose coordinates we have, 

who served their country and the cause of the Allied Forces during WWII. 

And we shall continue to work on maintaining the link between Normandy and the 

Allied Nations of WWII. 

For the pupils of the Defence Class, 

Their teacher: Mayeul Macé 
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Virtual Ceremony but real memories and genuine sentiments 

We call it virtual because we participate through our screens: we can 

see each other and hear each other but we cannot hug nor feel the 

wind, the sun or the rain on our skin and neither can we listen to the 

birds sing. But we are here, in front of our screens, together, to 

remember and this is not virtual but real. Of course, it is different from what we are 

used to but this ceremony, its texts and the efforts done for it to take place are real. 

While many would have given up, you chose to be here! Being present for you 

Veterans who, 76 years ago crossed the Channel to bring us Freedom, for your 

comrades who fell or were wounded to bring us peace, for the families of the Veterans 

who come back every year to reflect. 

We are locked in our homes to protect each other. We are confined in order to slow 

down the progression of this virus. We have to wear masks, to stay away from others 

and to respect drastic instructions which isolate us. 

So YES! Under those circumstances, it is important to be here, TOGETHER, one way 

or another, to say THANK YOU and fight against oblivion. Oblivion, this insidious evil 

which eats the minds away little by little, just like this virus which we cannot see but 

which strikes everyone and takes away from us people we love so much. 

YES, under those circumstances, it is important to share publicly and collectively our 

emotions and our will not to forget. 

Doing a virtual ceremony means being able to see you and to hear you, Dear 

Veterans, Dear Families, Dear Friends, and to say THANK YOU without taking the 

risk of transmitting this terrible virus. 
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We shall not be visiting the many monuments on our Norman coasts, but we are here, 

in spite of the connexion problems, the sound that crackles, the image that freezes 

and our total lack of control over these events. Yes, we are here to thank you for 

fighting for our Freedom. 

The liberation of our continent, the liberation of each town of each village was team 

work, a collective task… The soldier facing the enemy was not isolated, he benefited 

from the support of the comrades of his unit and of the other forces, as well as the 

logistics of his army, but was also helped by the local population and supported by his 

family. You risked your lives together, you helped those who risked their lives too, for 

this we must say THANK YOU to each and every one of you. 

We are the last generation that has the opportunity to meet you, to listen to you. This 

gives us a responsibility. We are the younger generation of the duty of remembrance! 

We are the generation who must not forget. We are the generation who must transmit 

the collective memory. We are the replacement. We are now responsible for the 

Memory, your memory. 

We shall never forget what you did for us, for our region, for our country. You fought 

to defend a land which was not yours. You did it through duty, commitment, humanity, 

solidarity, taste for adventure, under constraint, and many other reasons. Your role 

was essential because it is the base of our world. Today, if our lives are peaceful, it is 

thanks to you, and for this we say THANK YOU. 

 

Text read and written by Eugénie 
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Writing to the Veterans every year is for us the best way to maintain a 

bond between the generations: today’s youth and the Veterans who 

lived through the war. Meeting you is a pride for us, we are the last 

generation who can be in touch with you. You always have moving 

stories to tell us and your paths of life remind us that we live in a country where we 

are free to act and speak as we wish, which was not the case prior to the liberation. 

Talking with you is a way to thank you for everything you have accomplished. When 

we meet, we always smile but also have tears in our eyes after talking to you because 

we are moved. 

We have sent you Christmas cards for 5 years now to thank you and show you our 

admiration, and we often use the word “hero”. 

This word usually provokes a reaction from you and often, your replies are similar to 

Ted Cordery’s, seaman on board the HMS Belfast during the battle of the North Cape; 

“I am not a hero, Valentin, I did just as I was told and I was lucky to remain alive, the 

real heroes are lying in your home land of France... You look a fine strong young man 

and I wish you a good and fruitful life blessed with success in whatever you choose 

to do. Your generation must never forget the war and the horror it brings with it”. 

Ted, Dear Veterans, don’t blush with embarrassment! Your humbleness is a credit to 

you but for us, you are heroes because for us, a hero is a person who helps others 

without even noticing it. A hero is a person who devotes oneself and gives his life to 

save others, someone who takes risks. You dedicated yourselves, you took risks, yes 

you all confronted danger. 

Through your accounts, you make us realise the horrors of war, the brutality of the 

nazi dictatorship. 

So, rest assured, we shall not forget your message and we shall do our best to 

preserve peace, freedom and democracy. 

Text read and written by Aloïse, Sidney and Alexandre 
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Eugénie & Aaron played The Ode to joy Anna read For the Fallen (in French), and Romane 

 

 Marius played La Marseillaise and Tom and Romane 

 God Save the Queen 

 

Aloïse, Anna, Romane, Marion and Candice Paul and Romane 
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 Aloïse, Raphaël, Marius 

 

 

 View of the classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many guests were connected 

 

 

  

 

 

 THANK YOU! 
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On the occasion of June 6th, all the pupils of the school were invited to draw or take 

photos of poppies. 

28 pupils participated, aged 12 to 15 years old. 

Let me introduce you to those who gained the most votes: 

 

 

Pablo, Myléna, Jeanne-Lise and Nathanaël 
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Winners of the Photo Category 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jeanne Lise (12 years old) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pablo (15 years old) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Myléna G (13 years old) 
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Winners of the Drawings Category 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mathéo (12 years old)    Ethan (15 years old) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathanaël (15 years old) 
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Happy Holidays ! 

See you soon ! 
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